Transcription:
E Plainfield July 27th /62
Leander My Son
Your long expected letter
arrived last eve, and I take this early
opportunity to answer it. I rec’d one
from Elmer too, in which he says he has’nt
rec’d one from you for over three months
and is very anxious to know where you
are, says he should write to you but do’nt
know but you have left there, I hope
you will write to him as soon and as often
as you can, for to me it seems very uncertain
whether you will have such a privilege long
for no doubt he will have to leave there
soon, but I hope not ^if it is for the best
And Joseph too for he said in his last
to me that he never rec’d one from you in
his life Now do try and make sure amends for your past neglect that you may
not have to regret it when it is too late
I have not heard from him since he landed
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at Port Royal, his last was written on board
the steamer, But I’m hoping every day to get
one. But I could not if I should try tell you
how anxious I feel about him, for no doubt
he will have to take part in an engagement
soon But my desires are unto God in his
behalf daily yes many times a day, and I
feel confident he will do what is best
for [&] with him. O it is good to have a
God to trust in at such a time as this
Oh L if I had the comforting hope that
you enjoyed its blessedness I could rest
satisfied on your account, but I hardly
dare to hope that I shall see you all again
in this world, but if I had a hope of
well grounded, of meeting you all in another
where there will be no parting or sin or
sorrow I would add the words of old Simeon
But when I think of my own unfaithfulness
I can not hope to enjoy such a blessing, but
I can and will pray for it, and I know
him to be a prayer hearing God, and he has
told us that he delights in mercy.
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You ask why we did’nt send some word
to you by Mr E if we had known that he
was going where you are we certainly should
When you write again tell us what ails
him & if you have the [care] of him & C
He is rather an unprincipled man, not one
that you can confide in, but I hope you
will do him good. If you get the office
you name please let me know next time
what your duties are, for you will see
I am very ignorant concerning such matters
I would write you about Josy’s last but
hoping you have heard from him on this
more directly, I’ll forbear, I had a letter
from Aunt Susan last ever in which she
says Grandmother is very feeble Oh I
would that I could go and see her once
more, but I see not how I can, I suppose
you already know that two of aunt S’s
sons are in the army, they are where Elmer
is, Stephen & Henry Fitts enlisted too
she writes that H is among the missing
his folks think he is a prisoner but oh
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how dreadful such such suspense must
be, Oh how much morning lamentation
and woe, there is in our land at this
present time, but I do hope it will be
overruled for good in the end, and if we
are only rightly exercised it certainly will
I have’nt heard from Emily this long while
please tell when you write her that I hope
she has not forgotten her husband’s mother
You suppose our folks are haying, yes
they are and have been for three weeks
they have got along pretty well considering
the weather for it has not been very good for
haying, father has hired a man for one month
but they will not be likely to get done in
that time, We have enough to do all of us
I made the first cheese the 10th of June
& I have made over 200 weight since with all
the rest I have to do, I wish I could hand you
in a piece, but I do hope you will come home
and eat some of it. Well I have got my
sheet filled so I must stop close with
hoping you will write again soon I am as
ever Your affectionate Mother

